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STUDENT
ECONOMIST
AWARD 2024

CALL FOR SHE THE

NOMINATION LINGERS RAILWAY
DOWN THE MEN

Submit your nomination for
Student Economist Award now! S TAI RC A S E

To Register Click here!

The Untold Story of Bhopal 1984
by Inam ul Haque

Poem by Meera Suresh
Explore the Brochure here!

THE DIARY OF A FINAL
SYMPHONY

by Annmaria Linsan

“This illness is not something I wanted, it was something I
was fated to have. The only regret I have is not mending
my broken bridges, the numerous friendships I had back in
the days”



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vLUeWVF2ccHRrHPf_bLce0kBrYTIGd6G/view?usp=drivesdk

Service and Volunteering: The NSS Way

Dr. P Unneen

Managing Trustee
Shifa Medicare Trust

The National Service Scheme (NSS) in India stands
as a hallmark initiative, embodying the spirit of
volunteerism and civic engagement. Envisioned as
a youth-centric program, NSS aims to instill the
values of community service, social responsibility,
and national integration among the younger
generation. Through a variety of community
development activities, including health camps,
environmental initiatives, and educational
outreach, NSS encourages students to actively
contribute to society. The significance of social
work within the NSS framework lies in its power to
foster empathy, leadership skills, and a sense of
duty towards the welfare of others. The NSS Unit
at ACAS upholds all these goals and tries to
empower its members through such activities. I
hope that our NSS Unit, with its ethos of 'Not Me
But You’, will emerge as one of the most
accomplished and recognised units in the nation.

Towards Campus Sustainability

The seasons don't come and go as predictably as it did
in the past. Rain and sunshine, heat and cold waves,
have begun to be unpredictable as Nature seems to
have decided to disrupt itself, to sync with the
disruptions which have become the character of the
period we pass through. Campus sustainability
decisions, and follow-up actions, are seriously called
for today. The youth who make up the campuses
needs to be impressed with genuine leadership
initiatives on carbon footprint reduction and
alternative fuel utilization too. This is no easy task as
more often than not such serious messages register
slow among the youth and take time to sink in. It has
been that way in the past when we are young too! But
still the onus on HEIs is urgent and warrants efforts,
however seemingly minimal they may be. We are
happy that our campus is fully solar-powered now.
The baby steps ACAS has initiated with efforts like
Public Transport Day and Consumer Club activities
too may impact a part of the student community to
lead pro-future, carbon-footprint reduced life styles.

Dr. Babu. P. K
Principal
ACAS
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ACAS and Ambedkar College Tie up

Al Shifa College of Arts and Science (ACAS), Perinthalmanna, and Ambedkar College of
Arts and Science, Wandoor, have signed a memorandum of understanding to cooperate in
student capability building through peer training and peer mentoring. The collaboration
between the Departments of Economics of both the institutions also spreads to areas in
which both the institutions can work together collectively. Dr. Babu. P. K, Principal, Al
Shifa College of Arts and Science, and Dr. Abdul Nasar. V. P, Principal, Ambedkar College of
Arts and Science, signed the MoU on 1 December 2023. Dr. Pramod. K. M, Head,
Department of Economics, Ambedkar College of Arts and Science, Mr. Midhulaj. P,
Assistant Professor of English and IQAC Coordinator, ACAS, Mr. Mohammed Noufal. M,
Head, Department of Economics, ACAS, Ms. Dhanya. M, Head, Department of Commerce,
and Mr. Bhaskaran. P, Manager, Ambedkar College of Arts and Science, were present.

Al Shifa College of Arts and Science,
identified as the Examination Centre
for Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU), Centre Code:
83030, conducts exams in the months
of December 23 and January 24.
Around 4000 candidates from the
neighbourhood will appear in the
IGNOU exams at ACAS scheduled in
this term.
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She Lingers Down the Staircase

She lingers down the staircase,

Wearing all black,

Washed over by despair.

Her gloves, ebony satin, conceal fragile hands
That clasped over to the wine glass

To sip off her tears, where betrayal lies.

‘How could he do this to her?'

‘How could he do this to Himself!?'

She thought.

Shadows of doubt began consuming her mind,
‘Was she not enough?' 'Was he not satisfied?'
There lies no point in lamenting though.
Shattered memories of him now only holds a place
In the hollow chambers of her heart.

They all said "She's resilient enough.

She's bold enough to get over it"

But only she knew that the night

always brought her to her knees.

When the night descends and the world falls asleep,
She throws off her mask,

And the tears start rolling like a boundless river.
How could he do this to her?

How could he kiss her lips with honeyed words
while his heart whispered those words to another?
But no,

She should not let these thoughts wash over her mind.

There is no time for lamenting.

Dawn has swept away the darkness of her mind.
She has put on her mask again.

Tonight, she'll mourn again,

Not for him,

But for the death of her old self

Who knew how to love.

Meera Suresh
First Year B. Sc. Psychology
Christ College, Irinjalakuda
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Book Review by Faculty

Ente Vayana- Adhyapakarude Vaayanaanubhavangaliloode (My Reading-
Through the Reading Experience of Teachers), is a series of book reviews by
faculty organized by the Thanimalayalam Club, ACAS. On 1 December 2023, Mr.
Midhulaj. P, Asst. Professor of English, Mr. Shuhaib. P, Asst. Professor of
Commerce, and Ms. Sajna Minimol. K, Asst. Professor of Commerce, presented
review of books Ummachu by Uroob, Prakasham Parathunna Penkutty by T.
Padmanabhan and Being Reshma by Tania Singh, respectively. The programme

aims to promote reading among the faculty members.

The ED Club, ACAS, came up with
yet another sale of various juice
items during the Calicut
University  Interzone Chess
Tournament, on 1 December
2023. The Tournament was held
at ACAS Campus. Mr. Danish and
his team, Sixth Semester B. Com.
Taxation, introduced various
juice items. StuBiz is an initiative
to foster entrepreneurship
among college students. It is the
student sales point run by the
ED Club to enhance students'
business skills.

Reported by Ms. Shimna Sherin
Sixth Semester B. Com. Taxation
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AIDS Awareness Play

The National Service Scheme (NSS), Youth Red Cross (YRC) and Red Ribbon Club, ACAS,
staged an Aids Awareness Play titled 'Beyond the Red Ribbon: A Tale of Aids Awareness' on
4 December 2023. The programme meant to spread awareness about the importance of
HIV/ AIDS prevention and education. The play, performed by a dedicated group of
volunteers, skillfully conveyed the message of safety measures, dispelling myths and
misconceptions surrounding HIV/ AIDS.

Reported by Ms. Anwesha Ramesh
First Semester B. Sc. Psychology

Sangamam
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25th Edition of Acasiana Unveiled

Al Shifa College of Arts and Science celebrated the release of the 25th edition of its
monthly e-newsletter titled Acasiana on 5 November 2023. This landmark edition was
curated as a special release by Penma, the Women Development Cell, adding a unique
touch to the occasion. Dr. L. Sushama, Vice Chancellor of Thunchath Ezhuthachan
Malayalam University, graced the event to unveil the special edition. The release was
attended by Dr. Babu P. K, Principal, ACAS, and Ms. Mini V. K, Coordinator of Penma,
alongside Ms. Febinsha Fahim. C, Third Semester B. Sc. Psychology, Ms. Ansha Ashraf. V. T,
First Semester B. Com. Finance, Ms. Binsiya. A, First Semester B. Com. Finance, and Ms.
Hiba Nesrin. M. T, First Semester B. Com. Finance, dedicated members of the Women
Development Cell, ACAS.

Balancing Knowledge and Strategy

The Centre for Competitive Examination & Scholar
Mentor Programme of ACAS organised a session on
preparing for competitive examinations titled 'The Exam
Equation: Balancing Knowledge and Strategy' on 5
December 2023. Ms. Sajna Mini Mol. N. K, Assistant
Professor of Commerce at ACAS, led the session. She
explained various steps to crack competitive
examinations. Emphasising the significance of focus area
selection, time management, and the importance of a
well-structured timetable, she provided valuable
insights into effective examination strategies. She also
highlighted the relevance of mock tests in enhancing
skills and building confidence.

Reported by Ms. Mufeeda. P
First Semester B. Com. Taxation
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Vote Your Rights

The Electoral Literacy Club of ACAS conducted an election awareness program titled
‘Vote Your Rights: Election Literacy Awareness Programme 2023' on 5 December 2023.
The chief guest, Mr. Abdul Azeez, Deputy Tahsildar, and ELC nodal officer for Ernad Taluk,
explained the importance of voting in a democratic country and the role of ELC. Mr.
Habeeb Rahman, Record Keeper and ELC nodal officer at Taluk Office Manjeri, introduced
the mobile app 'Voter Helpline' to the students and explained the steps for voter list
registration through the mobile app.

Workshop on Data Analysis

The Department of Commerce, ACAS, conducted a workshop on ‘Data Analysis in Research’
on 5 December 2023. The programme was arranged as part of the Invited Scholar Talk Series
and under the Memorandum of Understanding with PSMO College, Tirurangadi. Ms. Sulfath
Thadathil and Ms. Safeela Thanikkal, Research Scholars, Department of Commerce and
Management, PSMO College, led the workshop. The workshop which focused on assisting the
Sixth Semester students in the analysis part of their project work, helped them gain practical
knowledge of data presentation and analysis using computerized tools, statistical
calculations and their applications. 59 students from B.Com. classes participated in the
workshop and cleared their queries.

Reported by Ms. Lana Gafoor
Sixth Semester B. Com. Finance
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ED Club Wins Best Performer Award

The Entrepreneurship Development Club, ACAS, was honoured with the 'Outstanding
Performance Award' by the Department of Industries and Commerce, Government of
Kerala. The prestigious recognition was presented during the Perinthalmanna Taluk
Investors Meet. The Award was received by Mr. Suhaib. P, Asst. Professor of Commerce
and Coordinator of ED Club, and Mr. Muhammed Noufal, Student Coordinator of ED Club,
on 5 December 2023 from Mr. Najeeb Kanthapuram, MLA, Perinthalmanna. The effort
taken by Mr. Suhaib, along with the students members of the Club, to ensure that the ED
Club performs effectively was recognised by the speakers. Additionally, the event
featured the presentation of certificates for the ‘Best Idea’ for a start-up. Ms. Febinsha
Fahim. C, Third Semester B. Sc. Psychology, ACAS, received the accolade from Ms.
Sreedhanya IAS, Sub Collector, Malappuram. Ms. Febinsha introduced her innovative
concept.

1V Certificates Distributed

Dr. Babu. P. K, Principal, ACAS, distributed
certificates to students who participated in the
Industry Visit at Cybrosys Technologies, Calicut, held
on 25 October 2023. The visit was organised by the
Department of Computer Science. Mr. Mohammad
Shinan, First Semester BCA, received the certificate
on behalf of the participants. The visit offered them
real industry insights and hands-on learning
experience.It stands as a testament to the
collaborative efforts between the Department of
Computer  Science, ACAS, and  Cybrosys
Technologies, Calicut, in providing students with
practical exposure and invaluable learning
experiences.
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Your Voice Matters

The Consumer Club, operating under the Department of Commerce at ACAS, organised a
program titled ‘Your Voice Matters: Join the Conversation with Our Advocate’ on 5
December 2023. The speaker of the event was Adv. Jaseel Mohammed, who engaged the
audience in a thoughtful discussion on various aspects of consumer rights. The discourse
delved into significant topics such as the 1986 Consumer Rights Act, the World Trade
Organization (WTO), the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the Code of Criminal Procedure (CRPC),
E-Commerce, Online Purchases, and the Central Consumer Protection Act. Adv.
Mohammed also shed light on the penalties and provisions associated with consumer
rights, as well as the procedures for filing cases related to consumer disputes. The event
proved to be an informative session for attendees, fostering a greater understanding of
the legal framework surrounding consumer rights.

Reported by Ms. Adithya. A
Sixth Semester B. Com. Finance

The Department of Computer Science, ACAS, organised an
outreach programme for the Higher Secondary students of
GVHSS, Perinthalmanna, on 'Code-free Creation' on 7 December
2023. Mr. Mohammad Shinan and Mr. Muhammed Shahal, First
Semester BCA, ACAS, demonstrated how to create apps without
using complicated codes. The GVHSS Students loved the session
and learned the simple methods in coding. The session focused on
sharing useful things without the intricate codes. This insightful
exploration into an innovative technology was part of the series of
extension and outreach activities done by ACAS.

Reported by Mr. Mohammad Shinan. K
First Semester B. C. A
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The Winners’ Perspectives

The ED Club, ACAS, organised an
interaction with YIP winners namely Ms.
Shahana Shery and Ms. Muhsidha
Farsana, Sixth Semester B. Pharm, Al
Shifa College of Pharmacy, on 7
December 2023. The speakers are state
level winners of Young Innovators
Programme (YIP), an idea pitching
contest conducted by KDISC, Govt. of
Kerala. Ms. Shahana Shery interacted
with members of ED Club regarding idea
generation and the start-up ecosystem
available in the state.

Reported by Ms. Sivakamy. P. V
First Semester B. Sc. Psychology

Understanding Workplace Dynamics

The Department of Computer Science, ACAS, organised a session titled ‘Understanding
Workplace Dynamics’ on 8 December 2023. During the session, Mr. Biju and Mr.
Sivaprasad from Cyber Square, Calicut, engaged with 18 students of First Semester BCA,
ACAS. They provided valuable insights into how teams collaborate in software companies,
solve complex problems, and adapt to the ever-evolving landscape of new technologies.
The discussion emphasised the critical role of effective communication and adaptability
in the swiftly changing tech industry.

Reported by Mr. Mohammed Fayyad. K
First Semester B. C. A.
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ACAS at Athletics Championship

Calicut  University Intercollegiate
Athletics Championship was held at
Calicut University Campus,
Thenjipalam. It was organised by the
Department of Physical Education,
University of Calicut, from 6 to 8
December 2023. The ACAS Athletic
Team participated in the
championship. Mr. Muhammed
Shameem Raza. P. M, Third Semester B.
A. Functional English, was one of the
athletes to represent the college. He
participated in races, finishing 8th with
a time of 18:20 minutes in the 5000 m
race and 9th with a time of 39:43 in the
10000 mrace.

Research Forums at ACAS

Malappuram, Kerala, India
X perinthalmanna,kizhatoor,679325, Kerala 679322, India

Lat 11.061927°
Long 76.238053°

Multiple sessions in the Research Forum was organised by the Departments of English
and Languages in the month of December 2023. Ms. Febeena. K, Assistant Professor of
Malayalam, Ms. Saritha. K, Head of the Department of English, presented articles
pertaining to their areas. The article review sessions help in delving deep into research
areas which later help the faculty in framing scholarly articles.



Acasiana Travel Diary

A Journey of Discovery

In the brisk December breeze, we, Ms. Mini V. K, Mr. Irshad. K, Mr. Shuhaib P, and Ms.
Rajashree V along with the final-year students of Al Shifa College of Arts and Science,
embarked on a captivating 10-day educational journey, delving into the fascinating history
and breathtaking landscapes of Delhi and Manali. Our adventure unfolded like a
mesmerizing tapestry of discovery, commencing on December 6, 2023.

Along with us, a vibrant group of fifty-five students entered Delhi, the capital of India. We
jumped excitedly into the cultural marvels and historical treasures that were ahead of us.
The sounds of our first steps echoed through the imposing Red Fort, where the spirits of
India's past rang clear. We were in wonder of the Qutab Minar's magnificent architecture
as we stared at it, towering above hundreds of years. Our trip took us to the beautiful
Lotus Temple, the calm Akshardham Temple, and the hallowed Raj Ghat grounds, where
the spirit of Mahatma Gandhi remained. Our journey took a sharp turn as we left the city's
bustle behind and headed towards Manali's snow-covered peaks. Covered in a white
blanket, Solang Valley opened its arms to us, beckoning us to engage in exhilarating
experiences and form enduring relationships. Situated within the mountains, the Vasisht
Temple offered a calm haven that enabled us to commune with the peaceful splendour of
the Himalayas.

On December 16, 2023, our journey came to a close, leaving a profound mark on our hearts
and thoughts. What had begun as an educational journey transformed into a piece of art
full of treasured memories, where every moment captured the happiness, insight, and
togetherness that grew over those ten days. nFor us, this tour wasn't merely an itinerary
of landmarks; it was a platform for mentorship and shared exploration. As students, we
discovered ourselves not just as passive observers but as active participants in the living
history and vibrant culture of India.

In the future, this trip was seen as a soul-stirring voyage rather than just a physical
adventure. Delhi and Manali became more than just places on a map; they were parts of Al
Shifa College's overall narrative. Along with photos and mementos, we brought back with
us a fresh perspective and a more expansive understanding of the world, formed by the
rich diversity of India's past and the beauty of its surroundings, as we resumed our
academic lives. This instructional excursion will always be remembered through the halls
of Al Shifa College, a continual reminder that learning is more than just reading textbooks.
It is a comprehensive journey that opens doors and immerses you in a world of
possibilities outside the classroom. Beyond merely travelling, the ten-day trip was an
investment in knowledge, friendship, and a future enhanced by the mosaic of diverse
experiences.

MIni. V. K
Head, Dept. of Commerce
ACAS
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Assistant Professor of Economics
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Farewell to Ms. Ashida and Ms. Sajna Mini

The Staff Club, ACAS, conducted a farewell party for Ms. Ashida. A. P, Head, Dept. of
Commerce, and Ms. Sajna Mini Mol, Asst. Professor of Commerce, on 8 December 2023.
Dr. Babu. P. K, Principal, and Ms. Saritha. K, Vice Principal, ACAS, spoke on the occasion.
Ms. Ashida. A. P and Ms. Sajna Mini Mol shared their experiences. The Principal handed
over mementos to the parting faculty. Ms. Ashida. A. P is leaving to pursue her Ph. D. at
KUFOS, Ernakulam, and Ms. Sajna Mini is joining her Govt. service at Khadi Board Office,
Palakkad.
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Invited Talk by Ms. Saritha

Ms. Saritha. K, Head, Dept. of English, ACAS, delivered a talk titled 'Enhancing Language
Skills in the Digital Age' at PPTM College, Cherur, Vengara, on 11 December 2023. She
addressed undergraduate and postgraduate students of English Language and Literature
during the English Association inauguration event of the Department.

- | Malap
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Malayalam for Competitive Exams

The Centre for Competitive Examinations (CCE), ACAS, organised a session named
Krithikalum Karthaakkalum- Malsara Pareekshakalile Malayalam (Works and Authors-
Malayalam in Competitive Exams) on 12 December 2023. The session was handled by Mr.
Midhulaj. P, Assistant Professor of English, ACAS. It was the second session on Malayalam
Language and Literature for competitive examinations offered by CCE. In the former
session, participants engaged in an enlightening exploration of fundamentals of
Malayalam Grammar, crucial for competitive exams. The subsequent session took a
literary turn, focusing on Malayalam Novels, Autobiographies, Biographies, and Short
Stories. This well-rounded approach aimed to empower attendees with a comprehensive
grasp of both language structure and the rich tapestry of Malayalam literature.

Reported by Mr. Afsal. K
Third Semester B. A. Economics

The Department of Psychology at Al Shifa College of Arts
and Science, Perinthalmanna, in association with Noble
Women's College, Manjeri, conducted a workshop on
essential life skills for Psychology students on 11
December 2023. The session was held under the MoU
between the two colleges. The Second Year M. Sc.
Psychology students from Noble Women's College
handled the session. They interacted with ACAS students
on various life skills. 14 students from Noble Women's
College delivered the session. The workshop focused on
upskilling the participants with essential practical
knowledge for Psychology students.

Reported by Ms. Sivakamy. P. V
First Semester B. Sc. Psychology
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Degree Research Scholar
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Maybe Perfect

Everything is frozened by her touch,
Including the green Home and her life
She can't focus on her ongoing process,
And can't live in her present drops.

The earth is burning,

People scream out for cold drops,
But it doesn't affect her because,
She is in the cold white crystals.

Haunted memories still make

a black hole for her

She tried to get over there like a ladybird,
Escaped from the spider's web.

She had lost a bond,
caused by a scarlet hands
That breaked her heart too,
More than her bones

And the inner wound becomes insecure

She starts doubting herself, the green and home
She had lost lots of connections,

Including the green, everything become freezed

She suppressed everything like collecting drops
And the drops became sea and it's waves

It emerged into giant waves, makes a lunatic sound
Few days later, it goes into a baby wave

The sound of peace and hope

That giant wave invented her again,
The old universe without the black hole
Her green, home and herself

The life of her is a mixture of
emotions, the unknown emotions

She carried and survived Alphy.P.]J
Life may be perfect, why not just live it! Sixth Semester B. A. Functional
English

Christ College, Irinjalakuda
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Field Visits

Achoor Harrison Malayalam Limited

The Department of Economics, ACAS, organised an Industry Visit to the Achoor Harrison
Malayalam Limited Hill Plantation in Wayanad on 13 December 2023. The guide led the
visitors through each step, explaining the processes involved in transforming tea leaves
into the final powdered product. They provided detailed explanations of the various
machines utilised at different stages of production. The visit provided valuable take-
aways in terms of entrepreneurial skills and technical knowledge on tea production.

Reported by Ms. Fathima Binshi. T. P
First Semester B. A. Economics

The students of Sixth Semester
classes, ACAS, were a part of a 10 day
educational tour to Delhi and Manali.
The trip commenced on 6 December
2023. The group, including 55 students
and four faculty members, explored
notable landmarks, including the Red
Fort, Qutub Minar, Akshardham
Temple, Lotus Temple, Solang Valley,
Vashisht Temple, Raj Ghat, and more.
The insightful journey concluded on 16
December 2023, leaving an enduring
impact as a memorable and enriching
educational  experience for all
participants.

Reported by Ms. Arshida. A. K
Sixth Semester B. A. Functional English
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Invited Student Talks

Department of English

The Department of English, ACAS, hosted an Invited Student Talk in the Seminar Hall on
18 December 2023. The session featured Mr. Safwan. K. P, a Fourth Semester student
pursuing B. A. in English Language & Literature at Safi Institute of Advanced Study,
Vazhayur, Kozhikode. Mr. Safwan's presentation revolved around the theme ‘Value of
Human Relationships in the Post-Human World'. Post the talk, an interactive session
ensued, facilitating student engagement.

Reported by Ms. Anzalna. T. P
Third Semester B. A. Functional English

Department of Commerce

The Department of Commerce, ACAS, organised
a session under the Invited Student Talk Series
on 20 December 2023. Ms. Arpitha Anna
Mathew, a fifth Year BBA LLB student from
Christ Academy Institute of Law, Bangalore, led
the session on 'Decoding the Laws Relating to
Dowry Prohibition’. The talk aimed to provide R PITHA
participants with a comprehensive
understanding of the legal aspects surrounding
dowry prohibition. The session was open to
students, faculty, and anyone interested in
gaining insights into the relevant laws.

Reported by Ms. Salha
First Semester B. Com. Computer Applications




Acasiana Jan 2024

Student Union ‘Zake’ Inaugurated

The college student union 'Zake' was inaugurated by Mr. Mujeeb Kaderi, Chairman of
Malappuram Municipality, on 19 December2023. Smt. Jameela Chaliyathodi, President of
Kizhattur Grama Panchayath, unveiled the union's name. Mr. Hamza. P, Chief Executive
of Shifa Medicare Trust, delivered a motivating keynote address. Dr. Babu. P. K, Principal,
ACAS, delivered the presidential speech in which he emphasised how the elected
members can make union work more effective. Mr. Muhammed Noufal. M, Head of the
Dept. of Economics, gave an outline of the union's activities for the academic year.

Reported by Mr. Mohammed Faris. P
Third Semester B. Com. Taxation

The Department of Computer Science, ACAS,
organised a session titled 'Embrace the Digital
Age' for students from various disciplines. Mrs.
Rasli Marva and Mrs. Shamshad Beegum from
Noble Women’s College engaged the students,
discussing the opportunities and challenges in
today's digital world. Students from diverse
backgrounds enthusiastically participated,
exploring how technology impacts different
areas. The session provided an opportunity for
everyone to learn about using technology in
various fields.

Reported by Ms. Hiba Hanan
I BCA
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A Gift to My Teacher

EvenifItry toignore my teacher,
She inspires me to study

When I act shy

She keeps on talking to me

If my mind was not in the class
She would advise

Slowly, she become my best friend
Who helped and supported me

I couldn't erase her from my mind,
As she had become a part of me.

She makes me happy all the time

Fathima Rifa. K
Third Semester B. Sc Psychology

In return, I really wanted to

Give her something special,

After lot of thinking also

I couldn't decide

I focus only on my studies

With an aim of achieving grades,

And completed my works and raised
My hands to tell I had finished

She was really surprised

She couldn't speak even a single word
Tears ran out through her cheeks,
Finally hugged me with Happiness
This was the moment, I was waiting for

And is the biggest gift to my teacher.
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B-Zone Cricket: GEMS Wins

The Losers' Final match of the
Calicut University B-Zone Cricket
Tournament was played on 20
December 2023 at ACAS ground. The
match was between GEMS College,
Ramapuram, and MES College,
Mampad. It was inaugurated by Dr.
Babu. P. K, Principal, ACAS. GEMS
College Team defeated the MES
Mampad Team by 32 runs.

The FaBlo: An Anthology of Blogs

The book titled, 'The FaBlo: an Anthology of Blogs' by the faculty members of ACAS was
formally released by Mr. V. R. Vinod IAS, the honourable District Collector, Malappuram,
on 21 December 2023 at the Al Shifa Campus, Kizhattur. The anthology is a compilation of
writings handpicked from the daily writings posted by the faculty members on FaBlo!, the
faculty blog of ACAS. FaBlo has been alive since December 2021 with one teacher posting
an entry each day. So far there have been 374 blog posts on FaBlo!. The Fablo! Anthology is
the seventh book brought out by the Publication Wing of ACAS. The Book release
ceremony was graced by the presence of Dr. P. Unneen, Managing Trustee, Shifa Medicare
Trust, SMT, Mr. Hamza Pilakkal, Chief Executive, SMT, Dr. Babu. P. K, Principal, ACAS,
Ms.Jameela Chaliyathodi, President, Kizhattur Panchayath, Mr. Rajesh Kumar. S, Senior
Secretary, Kizhattur Grama Panchayath and Ms. Saritha. K, Vice Principal & Coordinator,
Publication Wing, ACAS.
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Humans: A Complex and Fascinating
Species

We are a curious species, filled with contradictions and complexities. We are capable of
great love and compassion, but also of terrible violence and cruelty. We have a deep desire
to understand the universe and our place within it, yet we are often driven by our
emotions and biases.

We are a diverse species, with a wide range of physical and cultural characteristics. We
come from all walks of life, each with our own unique story to tell. Yet, despite our
differences, we share many common traits. We are all driven by a desire to survive, to
reproduce, and to find meaning in life.

We are capable of great things. We have built civilizations, created art, and explored the
farthest reaches of the universe. But we are also capable of great destruction. We have
waged wars, destroyed the environment, and treated each other with cruelty.

The future of humanity is uncertain. We face a number of challenges, including climate
change, resource depletion, and social inequality. But we also have the potential to create
a better future for ourselves and for generations to come.

Despite our differences, we are all human. We all share the same basic needs and desires.
And we all have the potential to make a difference in the world.

What will the future hold for humanity? That is up to us. We have the power to create a
better future for ourselves and for generations to come. But it will not be easy. It will
require hard work, dedication, and cooperation. But I believe that we can do it.

Abhinand R
First Semester BCA
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Craft Workshop by Ms. Hamna

Ms. Hamna. V. T, Fifth Semester B. Com. Finance, and member of
the Consumer Club at ACAS, was invited as a Trainer to the "Craft ;‘ e
Workshop", a training workshop organised by the ED Club at Ideal
College, Kadakassery, on 21 December 2023. The event aimed to
promote social entrepreneurship among students. The workshop
focused on the eco-friendly aspects of paper bags and their
potential as a sustainable business venture. Participants learned
the art of crafting paper bags. The workshop had a substantial
impact, directly benefiting 88 students in Ideal College.

Jamsiya Wins Poster Contest

The Consumer Club in collaboration with the Department of Commerce, ACAS, organised
a Poster Making Competition for students on 29 November 2023. Ms. Jamsiya of First
Semester B. Com. Finance and Mr. Muhammed Hakeem of Third Semester B. Com.
Taxation won first and second prizes respectively. The prizes were distributed by Dr. P.
Unneen, Managing Trustee, Shifa Medicare Trust, on 21 December 2023. Mr. K. T. Abdul
Rassaque, Secretary, SMT, Mr. Pilakkal Hamza, Chief Executive, SMT, Dr. Babu. P. K,
Principal, ACAS, Ms. Mini. V. K, Head, Dept. of Commerce, ACAS, and Mr. Irshad Ameen. K,
Coordinator, Consumer Club were present on the occasion.

Flipped Learning Sessions - Dec ‘23
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Solar Powered Al Shifa Campus

Al Shifa Campus at Keezhattur is fully solar-powered as the 100 KWp Solar plant was
formally switched on by Mr. V. R. Vinod IAS, Collector of Malappuram District, on 21
December 2023. The on-grid project which will power the twin institutions of Al Shifa
College of Arts and Science (ACAS) and Al Shifa College of Pharmacy (ACP) was
inaugurated in the presence of Dr. P. Unneen, the Managing Trustee of Shifa Medicare
Trust (SMT), Mr. Abdul Rassaque, Secretary, SMT, Mr. Hamza Pilakkal, Chief Executive,
SMT, Dr. Babu. P. K, Principal, ACAS, Dr. Suryaprakash, Principal, ACP, Dr. Dileep, Principal
Designate, ACP, and Dr. Junaise. V, Vice Principal, ACN, Ms. Saritha K, Vice Principal, ACAS,
Ms. Jameela Chaliyathodi, President, Kizhattur Panchayath, Mr. Suhail. P. Hamza, General
Manager, SMT, Mr. Fasil, Engineer, Shifa Projects, SMT, Mr. Mohamed Nisamudheen. V,
Manager, SMT, and Mr. Rajesh Kumar. S, Senior Secretary, Kizhattur Grama Panchayath.
This is a significant step for the Al Shifa Group of Institutions in the effort to promote
sustainable practices and carbon footprint reduction.
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Dr. Babu. P. K, Principal, ACAS,
was invited to participate as an
external expert in the Mock Visit
which was held on 12 December
2023 at TMG College, Tirur. Mock
visits are held to evaluate the
preparatory works for the NAAC
Visit to the college and take
inputs from visitors for their
performance enhancement.
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First Semester B. Com.
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Invited Talks

Dr. Babu. P. K, Principal, ACAS, gave a keynote address at the National Seminar on
Technology, Posthumanism and the Future of Imagination, organised by the Dept. of
English, Govt. Arts and Science College, Mankada. The seminar was sponsored by the
Directorate of Collegiate Education, Govt. ok Kerala. Dr. Babu spoke on the implications of
technology in the changing landscape of higher education.

He also handled a workshop at Safa College of Arts and Science, Pookkattiri, on ‘Research
Methodology’ for their students in the PG Dept. of English Language and Literature, on 5
December 2023. The session was held in collaboration with the Undergraduate Research
Cell at Al Shifa College of Arts and Science.

In yet another session, Dr. Babu interacted with the school teachers of PHSS, Panthallur,
on 20 December 2023. In the session titled ‘Saandhyam’ held at Vayankara Family Resort,
Nenmini, he spoke on the productive interferences the teachers can make in academia
and create a better experience for themselves and the students.

Pookkattiri, Kerala, India
W35V+PRX, Pookkattiri, Kerala 676
a3 «  Lat10.909723°

12/11/2023 10:44 AM GMT+05:30

Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera \{‘. Long 76.094252°
B Ne atl ALY

Best Poster is by Suhaib

The Faculty Development Centre .

keeps track of the posters isagiilimpas
designed by the faculty members A Winner's Perspective
in which original posters related
to college events and designed by
the faculty are evaluated. Poster
designed by Mr. Suhaib. P,

Assistant Professor of
Commerce, was selected as the
beSt fI"OlTl the mOl’lth Of umcw_epuuuasmm.

November 2023.
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Add-on Course Certificates Distributed

Certificates of the Add-on Course
on 'Public Speaking' offered to
Fifth Semester B. A. Functional
English students by the Dept. of
English, ACAS, were distributed
on 22 December 2023. Students
of Sixth Semester B. A. Functional
English received the certificates
fromDr. Babu. P. K, Principal,
ACAS. Ms. Arshida. A. K and Ms.
Shibna. K received the
certificates on behalf of their
classmates.

NSS: Seven Day Special Camping
Programine

Day1

The seven-day special camping
programme organised by the National
Service Scheme (NSS), ACAS, was kicked
off with the inaugural function on 23
December 2023 at IMALP School
(IMALPS), Aanappamkuzhi, Kizhattur. Mr.
Chandran. C, Ward Member, Kizhattur
Grama Panchayath, inaugurated the
programme. Ms. Saritha. K, Vice Principal,
ACAS, presided over the function. Mr. , - & ‘ v
Prasad. T. P, President, PTA, IMALPS, Mr. =& o 98| NS SPECIAL GAMPING
Ibrahim, President,Management ' e ' VA
Committee representative, IMALPS, Ms.
Suhra. P, Headmistress, IMALPS, and Mr.
Mubashir, Treasurer, Volcano Arts and
Sports Club, Aanappamkuzhi, felicitated on
the occasion.

A session titled 'Break the Lock' was
delivered by Mr. Yahkoob. P, Assistant
Professor and Senior NSS Programme
Officer, Ideal College, Kadakasheri,
followed by a snapshot session to cheer up
the volunteers by Mr. Abdul Jaleel. C, Head,
Department of Psychology.
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Day 2

The second day of the camp was filled with diverse
activities and academic sessions.

Volunteers actively participated in a community service
project in collaboration with Kizhattur Grama
Panchayath. They engaged in cleaning the Anganwadi
near the campsite as part of their project work on 24
December 2023.

A special session on 'Leadership Skills as an NSS
Volunteer' was conducted by Mr. Muhammed Shafi,
Assistant Professor at KM College of Teacher Education,
Areekode. Through various leadership skill development
activities, he motivated and empowered the volunteers.

In the spirit of Christmas, volunteers organised a carol
music event in the Kizhattur Town area. Both volunteers
and teachers enthusiastically participated in the carol,
spreading festive cheer. The Volcano Arts and Sports
Club generously provided refreshments for the
volunteers. The day was not only productive but also
filled with joy and camaraderie.

Day 3

On the third day, a range of activities unfolded. The
dedicated volunteers actively participated in a
significant project by cleaning the Anganwadi on 25
December 2023 at Vazhangod, showcasing their
commitment to community service.

Mr. Jansan Mathew. K, Professor and Head of the
Department of Community Health Nursing at Al Shifa
College of Nursing, imparted valuable knowledge during
a session titled "Safety Savvy: First-aid Skills,"
emphasising the importance of basic first-aid
proficiency.

The cultural programmes orchestrated by the
volunteers were vibrant, with participants showcasing
their diverse talents through various performances in
the scheduled cultural programmes.

The day's events not only demonstrated the NSS
participants' dedication to community development
through practical initiatives, but also provided a
platform for cultural exchange and expression of
talents.
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Day 4

On the fourth day, the volunteers made significant
progress in volunteering and learning. On 26 December
2023 at the Anappamkuzhi centre, they dedicated their
efforts to the crucial project of clearing the route of a
rainwater drainage.

Mr. Afswah. A. K, Assistant Professor of Malayalam at
KTM College of Advanced Studies, Karuvarakundu, and a
versatile individual involved in acting and directing
short films, took charge of a Drama Workshop for the
volunteers. His training focused on the nuances of
character portrayal in drama and imparting basic acting
skills.

As part of the cultural enrichment aspect of the camp,
volunteers organised an event featuring skits, songs,
and dances. Their active participation highlighted the
success of the programme. The collaborative efforts and
diverse talents showcased during the event reinforced a
sense of community and achievement within the
participants.

Day5
On the fifth day of the NSS Special Camping Programme,
volunteers engaged in the Sneharamam Project, a
Government of Kerala initiative in collaboration with
Kizhattur Grama Panchayath. Mr. Amal. E. R. and Mr.
Vishnu Das, VEOs, and Mr. Sanjay, Health Inspector,
assessed the project's progress.

Mr. Rajesh. K. T, Fire and Rescue Officer, Fire Station,
Perinthamanna, conducted a training session on various
rescue techniques for the volunteers.

Health inspections were carried out by Ms. Shibi Joseph,
Medical Officer, and Mr. Shameel Babu and Mr.
Sudheesh, Junior Health Inspectors, focusing on
campsite cleanliness and the well-being of volunteers.

Ms. Bindu, Chairperson, Education Standing Committee,
Kizhattur Grama Panchayath, inaugurated the cultural
programmes. A lively cultural performance was
organised by the students which added to the vibrancy
of the event.
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Day 6

As the penultimate day unfolded in the NSS Special Camping
Programme, the volunteers successfully concluded the
Sneharamam Project on 28 December 2023. This collaborative
effort with the Government of Kerala and Kizhattur Grama
Panchayath showcased their commitment to community
initiatives.

Mr. Nasar Ahmed from the Health Service Department,
Malappuram, led a session titled 'Positive Health', imparting
valuable insights on health appreciation and maintenance through
diverse approaches.

The National Service Scheme orchestrated an 'Azad Jwala' Pledge
at Anappamkuzhi, warning against drug abuse, engaging the
support of Volcano Club members and dedicated social workers,
which amplified the program's reach and effectiveness.
Culminating in the camp's final cultural event, students enthralled
the audience with various artistic performances. These events
marked the programme's culmination, leaving a strong impression
on the volunteers and emphasising the importance of community
service and holistic development.

Day 7

On the last day of the camp, Mr. Vijaya Kumar. P. S,
Writer,inaugurated the valedictory function. Dr. Babu. P. K,
Principal, ACAS, presided over the programme. Mr. Irshad. K,
Assistant Professor of Arabic and NSS Programme Officer
welcomed the gathering. Mr. Azeez Chulli, Manager, IMALP School,
Mr. Naser, Secretary, IMALP School Management Committee, Ms.
Suhara. P, Headmistress, IMALP School, Mr. Abu Sinan, Secretary,
Volcano Arts and Sports Club, and Mr. Naser, Member, Volcano
Arts and Sports Club, felicitated in the programme. Ms. Smrithi,
NSS Volunteer, delivered the vote of thanks.

The Special Camping Programme, characterised by diverse
activities and initiatives, served as a platform for meaningful
engagement between the volunteers and the community. The
positive narrative emerging from the participants underscored the
effectiveness of the collaborative efforts in instilling values of
empathy, teamwork, and civic duty among the youth. The
successful conclusion of the programme stands as a testament to
the spirit of community engagement and social responsibility
fostered by NSS. The impact of this initiative is likely to resonate
positively within the community and contribute to the broader
goals of education, social development, and youth empowerment.
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Faculty Web Corner

Mr. Suhaib. P, holds his Master's Degree in Commerce from
Pondicherry Central University, Puducherry, and Bachelor
of Commerce Degree from DGM MES Mampad College. He
qualified the UGC NET examination and has 4 years of
teaching experience and 6 years of industry experience in
the field of finance, accounts and project management. He
has participated in various national and international level
seminars. He has to his credit, numerous publications in
journals and proceedings of National and International
Repute. His areas of interest include Accounting & Taxation,
Financial Management, Investment Management and
Security Analysis.
https://sites.google.com/view/suhaib-p/home

The Faculty Development Centre at Al Shifa College of
Arts and Science has a blog page to which faculty
members contribute regularly. Among the blogs written
by the faculty and published on FaBlo! (Blogging space for
the faculty of ACAS) the best blog is selected based on
originality, novelty and relevance of the content. The
blogs of Febeena. K, Assistant Professor of Malayalam,
Mini. V. K, Head, Department of Commerce, Abdul Jaleel. C,
Head, Department of Psychology and Anjel Juman,
Assistant Professor of Economics were shortlisted for
the honour of best blog of the month. Mr. Abdul Jaleel. C is
selected as the blogger of the month of November 2023.
Access FaBlo! here: https://fdcacas.blogspot.com/

Flipped Classroom is one of the best practices at ACAS.
This is part of the College's digital initiatives and attempts
to engender student centric, activity oriented classroom
experience for our young ones. In November '23, Ms
Radhika. A, Assistant Professor of English delivered a total
of 16 Flipped classes, marking the highest number for the
month among ACAS faculty. She is selected as the Flipper
of the Month based on the number of flipped sessions and
the quality of the activities conducted in the classes.
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Calicut University Intercollege Chess
Tournament

The Intercollegiate Chess Tournament of colleges under the University of Calicut was
organised by the Department of Physical Education, Al Shifa College of Arts and Science.
The competitions for men and women in the districts of Wayanad, Kozhikode,
Malappuram, Palakkad, and Thrissur took place on 1-3 December 2023 at ACAS Campus.
300 chess players from 60 colleges participated in the competition.

The winners of the tournament are as follows-

Men's Team:

First Prize: St. Thomas College, Thrissur

Second Prize: Christ College, Irinjalakuda

Third Prize: A. M. S. College, Manissery, Ottapalam

Women's Team:

First Prize- St. Joseph's College, Devagiri, Calicut
Second Prize- Govt. Arts and Science College, Calicut
Third Prize- St. Thomas College, Thrissur

Individual Performances (Men):

First Prize- Mr. Ebin Benny, Christ College, Irinjalakuda

Second Prize: Mr. Devanand Babu, St. Joseph College, Devagiri, Calicut
Third Prize- Mr. Amal Raj. N. R, SNGSBS College, Pattambi

Fourth Prize- Mr. Neeraj Das, NNS College, Ottapalam

Fifth Prize: Mr. Agnij, MCC, Calicut

Sixth Prize: Mr. Gokul Nath. T. K, Govt. College, Malappuram

Individual Performances (Women):

First Prize: Ms. Akhila. T. M, St. Joseph's College, Devagiri, Calicut

Second Prize: Ms. Moomena Shamsudheen, M D College, Pazhanji, Thrissur
Third Prize- Ms. Punya, St. Joseph's College, Devagiri, Calicut

Fourth Prize: Ms. Smrithi, Nambuthiri College of Education

Fifth Prize- Ms. Keerthana, St. Thomas College, Thrissur

Sixth Prize- Ms. Haripriya Raj, WMO College, Muttil, Wayanad

The trophies for the winners were distributed by Dr. P. K. Babu, Principal, ACAS.
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The Diary of a Final Symphony

“Seven more days to live, Mr. Wesley”, the doctor said, holding that darned notepad in his
hand, as I stared at him, my eyes darting to his doctors’ coat pocket, lost in thought. My
old age has finally begun to reach its limit. I smiled. Not because I was slowly going
paranoid inside, and a smile was the way to conceal. But because I liked the idea of having
only seven more days to live. Because it was challenging to know that the dismal tale of
my life was being squeezed into seven simple days. And it was up to me to decide how I
was going to spend my last breath. My final sight. What I will finally remember, as the
reaper sucks my soul away. The escape from the shackles of my miserable life.

I got discharged from the hospital, as the nurses dropped me at home. They gave me a
portable, small buzzer tied to my wrist to ring if I was ever in pain or felt breathless. It was
my wish to be in the natural bliss of my usual surroundings, when I passed away. The
infinitely small room. The lamp near the bed I slept in. The ivy plant in the corner of my
room, that was on the brink of death with no nourishment but still held its stem up (I
found this to be a symbolic way of representing a human'’s life and decided to keep it). The
TV kept on static, as  hadn’t bothered at all to turn it off at any point of my life. The usual
mess of my socks and clothes on the floor. My mom wouldn’t be happy with me on that
one. But I wouldn’t care because I would be reunited with her soon, after a very long time.
This illness is not something I wanted, it was something I was fated to have. The only
regret I have is not mending my broken bridges, the numerous friendships I had back in
the days. In the olden past, I was quite the thing the kids these days call ‘a troublemaker’.
And with that reputation came a lot of ego and raging complex. Any condition a regular
teenager discovering himself would undergo. I sometimes wish that time machines would
be made sooner enough, because I would like to give that ‘wannabe’ chump a piece of my
mind. But at the same time, I wish to embrace him because he wouldn't know several
years later, he was close to finishing a failed journey of the brief obstacle course, that is
life, his long-awaited escape.

Six birds chirped outside my window, their twittering, a symphony among the branches
outside as I had seated myself on the bed, deeply inhaling a stint of breath. With each puff
of air I exhaled was a memory I had cherished. You see, even though I was the
troublemaker, all that had changed until I met Ivana. Ah, Ivana! She was the bounty of the
gods and I felt cheap loving her without knowing what I had done in my past life to deserve
her. She loved me to no end, making me realize who I am deep down and how to bring him
out to the light. My skin tingled lightly whenever she held my hand. She had that aura of
sweet comfort. She loved me for everything I truly was, accepting my every flaw, ones
that I loathed myself for, ever since the ticking minutes I had left the womb of my mother.
And Iloved and treasured her heart with me for a long time, because curses if I had let our
future ruin me. I still remember her brunette, luscious locks draped across her shoulders,
a bright outfit and a smile that reminded me of the first blossom of spring. Her eyes
sparkled, forming twin moons every time she walked towards me, as my heart had skipped
a beat each time she had. And I still remembered it as she had walked down the aisle, her
delicate hands holding the bouquet that never held a candle to her luminous beauty, light
steps that treaded to the altar standing before a man that wasn’t me.
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Five hours later, I woke up in a daze. That was one of the most rejuvenating naps I've ever
had, you know? The kind of nap where you wake up like you were in a coma for the past
five years, not remembering anyone’s name much less yours.

I made myself a cup of coffee from the coffee maker. For an old man in his 60’s, I was
pretty impressed with myself over the fact that I could hold a steady, strong cup of coffee.
One of the few things I could still do right. Hey, at least I was escaping this race of life with
my dignity, I thought as a smile formed on my lips. I walked to the large balcony, and
stepped outside letting the heat of the cocoa-mixed liquid slip through my tongue. I
looked all around the neighbourhood, admiring the view. The birds were bidding their final
goodbye of the day, singing their own farewell song at various parts of the branches that
hung above me. I watched the ice-cream truck being pushed by the man I see, everyday at
this hour. He was young, tall and lean. He pushed it up the road, rang his bell and waited
patiently for the kids of the neighbourhood to roll out and have their sweet treats. I
smiled as Iremembered the rule my mother had told me during my childhood: Never
accept candy from strangers. Kids these days are not all that compliant, I thought. The
building opposite to me with windows adjacent had shown Ms. Madsen, a woman in her
30s, still on the prowl for true love. The sunlight grazed her cheekbone as she wore her
white sundress and was seated in her balcony with the book Twenty Love Poems and a
Song of Despair by Pablo Neruda. I must say, in all my years of living, I appreciate the
fellow. He was in his 40s and 50s and he still preached of love like he was a miserable saint
with a family to feed that Cupid had sent to Earth, in the event of fulfilling his duties. I
chuckled as I took another sip of my coffee, downing the whole liquid with one steady sip
into my throat. And it burnt.

Four raindrops were pitted on the roof. That’s funny, I thought. Rain? I had seen no signs
of any clouds or lightning clashes, while out on the balcony. But who was I to question
Mother Earth and her ways, except a mere old man who's about to spare her alone soon? I
turned on my TV to my favourite show, Masterchef Australia. Before you judge me with a
scowl, I must tell you that I am not clear with why I love this show so much either.
Actually, I don't think I love the show, per se. Loving the concept behind it is a more
accurate way of putting it. A group of people coming into a show to fulfill a bunch of their
chef dreams, but it all depends on the jury of judges that taste their special recipe cooked
in that rapid sixty minutes and determine their fates for the next round of stressful
nightmares. It's quite an interesting concept to me and I think that one need not
necessarily love cooking or anything in that area to love the idea behind it. Not to
mention, the whole sight of food was enough for you to grab the nearest object,
regardless of whether it was edible or not, and chomp down on it so that you could just
feel something. So, I sat in my bed, blanketed with my comforters, the soft fabric rustling
against my blue-and-white ‘moon’ pyjamas and stared straight ahead at the bright screen.
The rain had started to catch speed, what had started as a pitter-patter slowly turned into
a loud crash of downpour. I was having difficulty in hearing, so I maximised the volume all
the way up and turned on the captions. I don’t know how I can manage this for an old man,
but I too possess the skill of reading captions and still capturing the show well. No matter
the amount of jokes the Internet had made about this, I have always taken pride at this
ability of mine. As I watched one of the contestants, I noticed his face twisted in horror as
he quickly glanced at the clock, amidst making his special amuse-bouche, his eyes twisted
in horror as the device ticked its final 10 minutes.
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Three loud crashes of thunder boomed outside my window as I woke up in a jerk. I slowly
came back to my senses as I had regained consciousness of my surroundings, this time
much earlier than the last. I realised it had been a while since I dozed off, and as I glanced
at my clock, sure enough three hours had passed; the smaller needle pointed to a little
above ten and the bigger, a fifteen. I swallowed the aftertaste of a nap, as I squinted at the
bright static visual on my screen. Great. The lightning must have ruined the reception
again. I pulled aside my blankets and it felt all too cold. The rain had chewed down the
temperature in this room and right now, it was freezing enough for me to clamp my knees
shut and hug my body in the foetus position forever. But I still took my chances because
the last time I had let rain envelop me in its arms was when I was a kid and had lost my
mother. It felt like her way of speaking to me, and made me aware of her wandering
presence. Even now, the emptiness slightly encroaches on my throat, making it feel heavy.
Since then, the thought about standing in the rain had haunted me because the strings at
my heart would thrum to the longing of her. I forbid that from happening because I knew
there was no use longing over something that was gone. Something that couldn’t be
bought back. Something that will never be given to you even if you were willing to steal
and offer the whole universe for it. But tonight, something new bloomed in me. A thought.
My mother was happy. She was happy about my journey. She was proud of the way I had
completed it. She was ecstatic over my soon-to-be arrival. All the stories she couldn’t
finish. All the thoughts in her petit head she couldn't bring herself to speak. All the secrets
she couldn't reveal. With all this in mind, I opened my balcony and the moment I stepped
out, the water crashed upon my almost lifeless body, leaving me feel warm. I lifted my
face, as the liquid rushed fast towards all parts of my face, dripping down my chin as I
closed my eyes and imagined her words to me when I was getting ready for my first day of
school: Someday, you're going to make me very happy and I will always be here to watch
you through every step of it. For the first and last time in my life, I smiled while standing
in the rain. It had been a while since I was smothered in my mother's kisses.

Two taps rapped on the door. My eyes darted open, as the sunlight had come crashing
towards my window and onto my face, a blazing trail of warmth. Everything was still fresh
in my mind from last night that I didn’t even notice I had seated myself in my ol’ rocking
chair and fallen asleep. The knocks sounded again as I woke up and walked towards the
door with my usual pace. My face was a little confused as I hadn't received visitors in over
ages. I unlocked and pulled the door open to see the Jensons from next door. I hadn't seen
them in many, many months. The last time I saw them was when Maya Jenson came over
to invite me for her gender reveal party. To be honest, I don’'t get the point of those
parties. A whole celebration just to know the gender of the baby you were about to have
was absurd. No one celebrates the idea of a monkey searching for lice on another of its
kind and not finding it. But again who was I to judge them? As I was saying, the baby was
laying in her arms, wrapped in a baby blue blanket and a pacifier in his mouth. They both
looked pretty expensive with their fancy outfits, like they were on the way to a royal
dinner with the Queen. “Hello, Maya, Louis!” I exclaimed, widening the door, as I let them
shorten the distance between us. They let themselves inside as Maya took a seat on my
bed and Louis helped himself to the comfort of my rocking chair. I stood as I waited for
them to state their business. “We're moving to Germany next week and we would
appreciate it if you could join us at the Resto Blanc in 2 days for dinner.
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You know, a last memory for us of this place and everyone we know,” Louis said, his voice a
little jumpy from the voluntary rocking of the chair. My face hardened. I had never been
remembered for anyone’s last moments. My past friends, teachers, coworkers. No one. I
paused as I replied. “Uh, sure! Count me in!” I sounded a little too excited as I gave them a
huge smile, as my heart leaped in heaps and bounds. I covered my excessive happiness
with a cough, desperately trying to not make it seem like I was some kind of a psychopath
with no social life. Louis and Maya exchanged an appreciating gaze, as the baby waved in
its place. “He’s only been a week,” she said, as he stood him up on her lap. “A week, you
say?” I asked, as I watched her turn him in my direction. “What's his name?” “Walter,” she
replied. I walked to him with slow steps, as he watched my every move with childlike
wonder in his huge, doe eyes. The spark between us sputtered as I held his hand, the one
who was starting to live from a week and the one with a week left to live.

One of the most beautiful and valuable things I've learnt throughout my journey: Don’t
stream Masterchef Australia on a rainy day because it will get you frustrated at your
reception. As I sat in my chair rocking back and forth giving up hope on my TV, I looked at
the leaves outside my window, glowing greener from the rain last night, droplets of dew
coating it lightly. The birds had stopped chirping for a while, as they had belted their
hearts out two hours ago. As I sat there, my mind slowly processed the last few hours.
Letting my brain bathe in the memory of my lost love, my mind soaking up what little I
could of my surroundings, the way Gordon Ramsay had spit out the amuse-bouche in
disgust, my mom guiding me towards her from up above, my neighbours acknowledging
my existence during their final moments at this place at a dinner that they would
remember as the first dinner with their son, holding his hand as a man who only had seven
days to live to a boy who started his first few. Maybe I took my 65 years for granted.
Suddenly, my days felt scanty. I was slowly starting to realise my soon-to-be ‘escape’
wasn’t really an escape for me at all, it was one of the biggest mistakes I had ever made by
thinking. Because, as of this moment, I felt like my life had a new, profound meaning and I
only had six more days to make the most out of it. I was excited for this special dinner and
was over the moon that I was considered a part of it as their last one here. At that
moment, a new feeling had sprouted in my chest. A feeling of being complete. Like I had
seen everything I had wanted to. Like I had achieved what I wanted these past few hours
more than I had these past few years, that had slipped from my rough hands like sand. At
that moment, I was happy. No, happy was an understatement. At that moment, I was one
with zero regrets.

Annmariya Linsan
Sixth Semester B. A. English Language and Literature
Christ College, Irinjalakuda
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